People Are Free From Crime and Violence

Introduction

The United States has the highest crime rate of any industrialized nation
in the world. Accordingly, crime, or fear of being a victim of crime, is a concern
in many communities around the country. This chapter examines findings
related to crime from the Household Needs Assessment telephone survey
conducted by California State University, San Bernardino, general information
about crime and how it is measured is then covered and crime statistics for San
Bernardino County and the Pomona Valley cities. Finally, summary findings
from the chapter are presented.

Household Needs Assessment Survey Results

e Overall, 43.8% of persons surveyed indicated that crime and violence are
major problems in the area, while 36.8% indicated that crime and violence
are not major problems.

e Within the county there were regional variations in responses when asked
about crime and violence. For instance, while only 27.1% of respondents
in the East Valley area felt that crime and violence were major problems,
over half of the respondents in the Central San Bernardino County area
(57.9%) and the High Desert area (52.4%) felt that crime and violence were
major problems.

e Minority groups are much more likely to see crime and violence as a
problem. Over half of Asians, Blacks and Hispanics surveyed indicated
that crime and violence are major problems. Slightly over one-third of
White respondents felt the same.

e Overall, one-third of respondents indicated that there is too much racism
or discrimination, while 50% disagreed with this position.

e More than residents in any other area of the county, those in the central
San Bernardino County survey area (45.4%) felt that racism and
discrimination are problems. At least 16% of residents in the other survey
areas felt that there is too much racism and discrimination.

e The City of San Bernardino, located in this study area, reported the
highest number of incidents of hate crimes (39) from 1996-2000, while
Colton, also in the study area, reported 17 hate crimes during the same
time period.

e Over half the Black respondents (52.3%) indicated that there is too much
racism and discrimination. 39.6% of Hispanics felt the same way.
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e Overall, over 65.3% of survey respondents indicated that they agreed that
current laws and codes were being enforced, while just 14% of
respondents disagreed.

o Over 70% of residents surveyed in the East Valley area indicated that they
felt laws and codes were being enforced. Residents in the Central County
area were most likely to disagree.

e Black respondents were much more likely to feel that laws and codes are
not being enforced. 32.3% of Black respondents indicated that laws and
codes were not being enforced, while 13.5% of White respondents and
12.1% of Hispanic respondents felt the same way.

e Overall, residents of the East Valley study area indicated fewer concerns
over crime and law enforcement, while residents of the Central San
Bernardino County study area reported the most concerns over crime and
law enforcement.

Indicators

The difficulty of measuring crime

e Fluctuations in crime rates can be due to changes in the economy,
demographics, law enforcement priorities, or changes in reporting to and
by police.

e Many crimes are not reported to police. It is estimated that over half of all
crimes are not reported to the police but victimization surveys show that
the reporting rate has been increasing for at least 30 years. (US Bureau of
Justice Statistics)

e Like most things in our culture, definitions of crimes change over time.
What was a crime yesterday may not be a crime today and vice versa.
This makes it difficult to measure particular crimes over time.

Who measures crime and how is crime measured?

e Uniform Crime Reports (UCR). Since 1930, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) has been collecting crime data from law enforcement
agencies throughout the country. Today almost 17,000 law enforcement
agencies, serving 95% of the nation’s population, contribute arrest and
crimes reported data to the UCR. The UCR also collects data on police
agencies. Reports are collected on a monthly basis and released to the
public periodically. (Federal Bureau of Investigation)

e National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS). Conducted annually since
1973, the NCVS samples over 40,000 households including over 75,000
persons to collect national-level data on crime victimization. Crime
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surveys show that over half of all crime is never reported to police. The
Bureau of Justice Statistics also provides software and surveys so that
communities can conduct their own local area survey. (Bureau of Justice
Statistics)

e Local and State Law Enforcement Agencies. Most crime data originates
with local law enforcement agencies. Local agencies either report directly
to the FBI or through a state clearinghouse which may provide
information to the public. In California, the California Department of
Justice makes data available to the public. Few local law enforcement
agencies provide easily accessible data to the public often because of
privacy, technical, budgetary, and political concerns.

e Crime researchers. Criminologists and other crime researchers constantly
test new methods and refine theories to enhance our understanding of
crime. For example, researchers at the National Institute of Justice’s (N1J)
Mapping and Analysis for Public Safety (MAPS) apply Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) technology to the study spatial dimension of
crime.

e The Instituted of Applied Research at California State University, San
Bernardino conducted the 2003 United Way Household Needs
Assessment Survey used in this report.

e Crime can be categorized along several dimensions. Crime can be
measured according to the nature of the crime: violent crime vs. property
crime vs. victimless crime; according to the age of the offender, adult vs.
juvenile; according to the amount of jail time to which an offender can be
sentenced, felony crimes are punishable by more than one year in jail or
prison while the maximum of length of jail time for a misdemeanor crime
is less than one year; according to whether or not the crime is related to
the offender’s occupation, white collar crime, or crime in the course of
one’s job, vs. blue collar crime, or street crime; by demographic
characteristic, for example hate crimes and statutory crimes.

What are the costs of crime?

e Total criminal justice systems costs for fiscal year 1999-2000 in San
Bernardino County were over 588 million dollars and have been
increasing annually. (Criminal Justice Statistics Center, California
Department of Justice)

e Law enforcement costs in fiscal year 1999-2000 were 327 millions dollars.

e Court related expenses including prosecution and public defense costs
topped 100 million dollars in fiscal year 1999-2000. (Criminal Justice
Statistics Center, California Department of Justice)
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e In 2001, arson resulted in more than 8 million dollars worth of damage to
property in San Bernardino County. (Criminal Justice Statistics Center,
California Department of Justice)

e Corrections and detention costs in San Bernardino County were over 129
million dollars in fiscal year 1999-2000. (Criminal Justice Statistics Center,
California Department of Justice)

e Nationally, most crimes are not reported to police and even fewer are
solved and much of what is known about offenders is based on arrest
rates. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

e Nationally, young males have the highest arrest rates. Young Black males
have the highest arrest rates of all race groups. (U.S. Bureau of Justice
Statistics)

e Not all crime is committed by the young. Some of the most costly crimes,
in terms of dollar amounts, are committed by well-educated and highly
paid persons in professional occupations. (U.S. Bureau of Justice
Statistics)

e Violent crimes are usually committed by a person of the same race as the
victim. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

e Rape is most often committed by an acquaintance of the victim. (U.S.
Bureau of Justice Statistics)

e A small number of repeat offenders commit the majority of crimes. (U.S.
Bureau of Justice Statistics)

Who are the victims of crime nationally?

e The argument can be made that everyone is the victim of crime. Increased
insurance rates, increased public spending on law enforcement and
corrections, and fear are just some of the ways everyone is a victim of
crime.

e Any individual can be a victim of crime. However, certain population
groups are more likely to be the victim of particular types of crime.

e Nationally, males are more likely to be the victims of violent crimes than
females but the gap is closing. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

e Nationally, persons over 65 years of age are less likely than younger
persons to be the victims of violent crime, but more likely to be the victim
of property crime. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

e Nationally, persons age 12 to 24 have the highest violent crime
victimization rates; thereafter, violent crime victimization rates decline
with increased age. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

¢ Nationally, Blacks have higher violent crime and property crime
victimization rates than other races. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)
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e Nationally, people living in urban areas are more likely to be victims of
crime than people livings in rural areas. Persons living in suburban areas
fall between the two. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

e Nationally, people living in households with lower incomes are more
likely to be victims of violent crime. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

e Nationally, people who rent are more likely to be the victims of property
crimes than homeowners. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)

How much crime occurs in San Bernardino County?

e San Bernardino County had over 75,000 index (serious felony) crimes
reported to law enforcement in 2001.

e Of the crimes reported to law enforcement in San Bernardino County in
2001, 14% were violent crimes, and the remaining 84% were property
crimes.

e Of the 10,048 violent index crimes reported to police in San Bernardino
County in 2001, 6,402 (63.7%) were assaults, 3,005 (29%) were robberies,
516 (5.1%) were rapes, and 125 (1.2%) were murders.

e Of the 60,272 property index crimes reported to police in San Bernardino
County in 2001, 33,239 (55.1%) were larcenies, 14,138 (23.5%) were
burglaries, 12,124 (20.1%) were motor vehicle thefts, and 771 (1.2%) were
arsons.

e The actual number of crimes is much higher than the reported incidence
of crimes. The United States Department of Justice estimates that in 2002,
51% of violent crimes and 60% of property crimes were not reported.

How does crime in San Bernardino County compare to other California
counties?

e San Bernardino County is the 5th most populous county in California
according to the 2000 decennial census. (U.S. Census Bureau)

e As might be expected, San Bernardino County ranked 5th among
California counties in the total numbers of index crimes reported to law
enforcement agencies in 2001. When looking at individual index crimes,
San Bernardino County ranked as high as 2nd (murder) and as low as 6th
(robbery). (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2003)

e When examining the total reported crime rate, San Bernardino County
ranked 20thamong California counties in 2001. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2003)

e San Bernardino County ranked among the top ten counties in murder rate
(10th), motor vehicle theft (MVT) rate (9t) and robbery rate (7th) in 2001.
(U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2003)
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How does crime vary from place to place within San Bernardino County?

e In 2000 Big Bear Lake had the highest reported total index crime rate and
index property crime rate reported within San Bernardino County. This
was largely the result of very high larceny and burglary rates in an area
with many houses vacant for much of the year and a relatively small
population. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2002)

e In 2000 the lowest total index crime rate among cities occurred in Chino
Hills. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2002)

e The City of San Bernardino, the largest city in the county, had the highest
incidence of reported index crimes for every category of violent crime as
well as the highest rate for every category of violent crime among cities
with law enforcement agencies contributing data to the Uniform Crime
Reports in 2000. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2002)

e Grand Terrance had the fewest reported violent crime incidents in 2000,
while Chino Hills had the lowest reported violent crime rate. (U.S. Dept.
of Justice, 2002)

e The city of San Bernardino also had the greatest number of reported
property crimes in 2000, while Needles, a desert community of fewer than
5,000 persons, had the fewest number of property crimes reported. (U.S.
Dept. of Justice, 2002)

e The lowest reported index property crime rate in 2000 occurred in
Adelanto. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2002)

Trends in Crime

e Both nationally and in California as a whole, violent crime victimization
rates have been on the decline since 1993. Violent crime rates in San
Bernardino County decreased between 1993 and 2000, but increased in
2001. (Criminal Justice Statistics Center, California Dept. of Justice)

e Nationally, property crime victimization rates have been on the decline
since 1973. (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics)Like California as a whole, San
Bernardino County property crime rates dropped from 1993 to 2000, but
rose slightly in 2000 and 2001. (Criminal Justice Statistics Center,
California Dept. of Justice)

e From 1988 to 1998 the number of arrests for domestic violence increased
from 1,009 to 3,291, an increase of 226%. (Criminal Justice Statistics
Center, California Dept. of Justice)

e From 1992 to 2001 both the number of reported rapes and the rate of
reported rapes dropped. The number of reported rapes dropped from 722
to 516 while the reported rape rate dropped from 46.9 to 29.2 per 100,000
persons during the same period. (Criminal Justice Statistics Center,
California Dept. of Justice)



People Are Free From Crime and Violence

Drug and Alcohol-related Crimes in San Bernardino County

e Drug-related arrests accounted for 17% of all arrests in San Bernardino
County in 2001. 82% of all drug-related arrests were for possession of
drugs. The remaining drug-related arrests were for sales and
manufacturing. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2003)

e Alcohol-related arrests accounted for 18% of all arrests in San Bernardino
County in 2001. Almost 2/3 of the alcohol-related arrests were for DUI
offenses. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2003)

e Crystal Methamphetamine manufacturing is a major problem in San
Bernardino County, which leads the nation in the number of “meth labs”
seized. In 1999, 645 drug labs, accounting for almost 1/3 of California’s
total, were found in San Bernardino County. (Office of Attorney General,
State of California)

e San Bernardino County ranked 11th among California Counties in drug-
related arrest rates and 4t when looking at the total number of drug-
related arrests in 2001. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2003)

e San Bernardino County ranked 48t among California Counties in alcohol-
related arrest rates and 4t when looking at the total number of alcohol-
related arrests in 2001. (U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2003)

Conclusions

e Findings from the telephone survey largely mirrored crime statistics; i.e.,
areas with more crimes and higher reported crime rates were more likely
to have residents who feel that crime and violence are major problems,
and areas with lower percentages of crimes solved by arrest have
residents that feel that laws are not enforced.

e Statistics confirm survey respondents’ contention that crime is a major
problem in Central San Bernardino County.

e Racism and discrimination are a major concern to people living in Central
San Bernardino County.

e With the exception of Pomona, the Eastern Los Angeles County cities had
lower than average crime rates when compared to the rest of the study
region cities.

e The Central San Bernardino County study area, which has the highest
percentage of residents who indicate they feel that laws and codes are not
enforced, has three cities ranked among the top five cities with the lowest
ratio of crimes solved by arrest to crimes reported to police.
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