
One in five children in this region live in poverty, and many are at risk of going to 
bed hungry.  The Kids Pack program helps meet this need by providing backpacks 
of nutritious food to homeless and very low-income children during the weekends. 
Through Kids Pack, more kids are able to engage in school and succeed. You can 
help feed our future!  
 
Host An On-Site Kids Pack Food Drive in just 4 easy steps: 
 

1. ARRANGE 
Contact the store manager and make arrangements to hold your Food Drive at a 
grocery store in your community.   
 

2. REGISTER 
Complete and submit the Host Registration Form 
 

3. RECRUIT 
Recruit volunteers to help host your Food Drive.  This is a great opportunity for 
volunteers of ALL ages! The ideal size for this project is 5-10 volunteers. 
 

4. PROMOTE 
It’s easy to spread the word!  Use the Kids Pack Food Drive promotional materials 
available online. 
 
 
Kids Pack always needs the following individually-wrapped, single-serving items: 
 
• Granola Bars        
• Applesauce Cups    
• Cup of Noodles (chicken or beef)   
 
(Due to the nature of the program and the tenuous living conditions of the children who       
receive Kids Pack, all food must be lightweight, single-serving items. Sorry, canned goods 
and other food items cannot be utilized for the Kids Pack program.) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 909-980-2857 ext. 216 
OR EMAIL SUPPLYDRIVE@IEUW.ORG 
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• Once you have decided to host a food drive, please don’t hesitate to contact us with 
any questions or concerns.  We are here to help you in any way we can! 

• Choose your location wisely! Selecting stores in less economically-impacted neighbor-
hoods will likely return better results, but this is not always the case. 

• Notify the store of the specific items that will be requested, asking the store to be pre-
pared with plenty of product and the ability to restock shelves if necessary.  It would be 
good to include the fact that past food drives have cleared shelves in a matter of hours. 

• Arrange a date to pick up your collection bins, flyers and banner from the United Way 
office.   

• The ideal group size for this opportunity is 5-10 volunteers.  Remember, kids are 
great!  Kids can help collect and sort the items and shoppers seem to enjoy giving their 
donation to your young volunteers. 

• Make sure your volunteers understand the details of Kids Pack. Provide each volunteer 
with the one-page “Kids Pack Information” sheet. 

• Each volunteer needs to sign the “Volunteer Agreement” (a parent or legal guardian 
must sign for children under age 18).  You can collect the agreements prior to your food 
drive event. 

• The day of the food drive, all volunteers should sign-in and out using the “Volunteer 
Sign-In Sheet” provided. 

• You may want to start it off by “leading by example” – purchasing a few items as a 
group or individual to start off the bins.  Not only is it important to step up in the way 
that you are asking others to give, but shoppers feel more inclined to give when they 
see that others have done the same. 

• The bins are very helpful to sort as you collect – identify one bin for each type of item. 
• You can pass out 2-1-1 and Volunteer cards for those who couldn’t give or for those who 

asked about volunteer opportunities. 
• Take plenty of photos at your food drive event!  We would love to celebrate and share 

your success by posting photos on our website, Facebook page, newsletters, etc. 
• THANK YOU!  We sincerely appreciate your time and dedication to this project.   



Store Manager, 
 
One in five children in our region live in poverty, and many are at risk of going to 
bed hungry.  While the situation may seem grim, I’m proud to share with you one 
way (Your Company/Group Name) is becoming part of the solution—and how 
(Grocery Store Name) can help! 
 
We will be supporting children in need by collecting food for Inland Empire United 
Way’s Kids Pack program.  The Kids Pack program provides nutritious food to 
homeless and very low-income children during the weekend, when school meals 
are not available.  When a child receives food from Kids Pack, they are able to   
engage in school and succeed. 
 
We invite you to join us in our effort by allowing us to host our Kids Pack Food 
Drive at your store location.  Past food drives have been VERY SUCCESSFUL and       
resulted in the store SELLING OUT of the Kids Pack food items.  The items we will 
be collecting (asking shoppers to purchase) are: 
 
• Granola Bars 
• Applesauce Cups 
• Cup of Noodles (chicken & beef flavors) 
 
This is a fun and easy way to show your support of our community’s children! 
Once we receive your approval to host the event, (Your Company/Group Name) will 
take care of the rest, including setting up the collection station, passing out      
flyers, sorting food, thanking donors, and cleaning up. 
 
We would like to host the Food Drive on (Proposed Date) from (Hours), but are 
willing to work with your schedule. (Name of Contact Person), our event organizer, 
will be following up with you shortly. If you have any questions in the meantime, 
please contact (Name of Contact Person) at (Phone Number or E-mail Address) for 
more information or to confirm your participation. 
 
Thank you for helping us feed our future! 
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Dear                                                              , 
 
One in five children in our region live in poverty, and many are at risk of going to 
bed hungry.  While the situation may seem grim, I’m proud to share with you one 
way (Company/Group Name) is becoming part of the solution—and how YOU can 
help! 
 
We will be supporting children in need by collecting food for Inland Empire United 
Way’s Kids Pack program.  The Kids Pack program provides nutritious food to 
homeless and very low-income children during the weekend, when school meals 
are not available.  When a child receives food from Kids Pack, they are able to   
engage in school and succeed. 
 
We invite you to join us in our effort by volunteering your time to help us collect 
food as we host a Kids Pack Food Drive.  We will be collecting food items on: 
  
Date 
Start Time—End Time 
Name of Grocery Store 
Address and/or Cross Streets 
 
This is a fun and easy way to get involved!  We need help greeting shoppers,   
passing out flyers, sorting food, and thanking donors.  This volunteer opportunity 
is suitable for all ages, so feel free to invite your children to participate. 
 
Please contact (Name of Contact Person) at (Phone Number or E-mail Address) to 
confirm your participation. 
 
Thank you for helping us feed our future! 
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Each week, Inland Empire United Way provides backpacks  
of nutritious food to 1,200 homeless & very low-income  

children here in the Inland Empire.  Thank you for helping us  
improve the lives & futures of these children! 
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1 in 5 children in this region live in poverty, and many rely on free school meals as their major 
source of nutrition during the week. During the weekends, school meals are not available. For some 
kids, this means going hungry until Monday. A hungry child can’t learn. In fact, food-insecure and hun-
gry kids have poor overall health, and as a result, miss more days of school and are less prepared to 
learn when able to attend. We want more kids to be successful in school, and that’s why we developed 
the Kids Pack program.  
 
Launched in 2004, Kids Pack is an Inland Empire United Way (IEUW) managed program that provides 
homeless and very low-income children with backpacks of nutritious food for the weekend. We collabo-
rate with local schools, case management organizations, companies, and other community groups. 
 
The Kids Pack program is currently available in the following IEUW service area school districts: 

Chino Valley Unified School District 
Fontana Unified School District 
Ontario-Montclair Elementary School District 
Pomona Unified School District 
Redlands Unified School District 
Yucaipa-Calimesa Joint Unified School District 
 

At capacity, Kids Pack can serve about 1,200 kids each week. Each child is selected by a district case 
manager or staff person that knows the family’s situation and knows the child is at risk of weekend hun-
ger without the Kids Pack program. Community volunteers assemble food bags at the IEUW Kids Pack 
warehouse each week. The food bags are packed and sorted according to school site and delivered by 
IEUW staff to the appropriate school or district drop-off locations. The food bags are then placed into 
backpacks and distributed to the children before leaving school each Friday. The children return their 
empty backpacks to school the following Monday. 
 
Most importantly, we know the program works. We measure the impact of all of our programs, and 
results have consistently shown that children who receive Kids Pack improve their overall performance in 
school.  This includes being more attentive, improved behavior, more participation and better grades! 
 
THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING TO HELP COLLECT FOOD FOR THIS IMPORTANT PROGRAM! 
Here are some ways you can ask others to help:  
 
• “We’re collecting food to feed homeless children in our local schools. Would you like to 

purchase one of these items?” 
 
• “Would you like to help us feed homeless children in our local schools?” 
 
• “Would you like to purchase food to help feed homeless children in our local schools?” 


